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‘’What is it?’’
Exactly what it says! Slips and trips are the most common cause of major accidents at work. They can happen in almost any workplace and around 95% of all major slips result in broken bones. They can also be the first thing to occur before another type of accident i.e. slipping on a ladder rung and falling off.

‘’What are the effects?’’
The effects are far ranging, from the physical to the financial; I have listed a few facts for your information:

1) These types of accidents account for 20% of over three day injuries to employees.
2) Around two fatalities a year. 
3) 50 % of all reported accidents to members of the public that happen in workplaces.
4) A cost to employers of around £512 million per year.

‘’Did you know?’’
One of the most common causes of slips in the workplace isn’t the usual wet floor or greasy surface....the most significant cause is when we move from one kind of surface to another i.e. from a less slippery surface to a more slippery one (or vice versa).  How many times have you entered a shop and slipped at the entrance as you change surfaces?

‘’What is the law?’’	
Health and Safety at Work Etc Act 1974
The Management of Health and Safety at Work Regulations 1999 (Covers Risk Assessment).

‘’How can I reduce the risks?’’
· Report any uneven floor surfaces i.e. cracks, pot holes, worn carpets/tiles etc to your manager so that they can be dealt with as soon as possible.
· Follow any designated walk routes as these should be safer than taking a non designated route.
· Keep your work area tidy-remove trailing cables; keep your tools away from pedestrian routes.
· Report any problems with lighting to your manager as good lighting is key to spotting hazards!
· Adopt a tidy as you go approach to your work and encourage others to do the same.
· Clear up spillages as soon as possible and ensure that the area is cordoned off whilst wet/greasy.
· Remember that wood dust, metal swarf and other small particles such as fine plastic shavings can cause slips when left to accumulate on the floor-cleaning regimes are vital.
· Appropriate foot wear will add a level of protection against slips-If your employer has deemed it necessary and has provided you with safety foot wear ensure it is worn and in good order.

P.S. You can always grab me whenever I’m around if you need any further info.    Andy 
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